Newsletter

September 2018

Timor Time 2018 - A Great Success
Remembering
Timorese World War II
heroes
Timor Time 2018 was graced with the
presence of some of the widows of
World War II men who fought on
Timor in 1941/1942 and were
befriended by the Timorese people:
Nora Kenneally, Maria Hartley, Jean
English, Betty Devlin, and Yvonne
Langley-Walsh.
Felice de Almeida Brooks made a
presentation in his traditional
Timorese attire, with his mother
Miriam by his side. Seeing Felice and
the widows brought a tear to the eye.
We will not forget.

The fourth Timor Time was held at Dooleys
Lidcombe Catholic Club on Saturday 25
August 2018, and what a great day it was!
Over 190 people packed the beautiful venue, gathering
together for a great meal, a social catch-up, and some
terrific entertainment.
As usual, Dooleys Lidcombe Catholic Club assisted
wholeheartedly and it was a pleasure to present our
event in their fine premises. Much behind-the-scenes
work made the day a huge success. The careful
planning and preparations and the attention to detail
ensured that everything was smooth and seemingly
effortless.
ATLAS Board members and Committee Janet Borg,
Susan Connelly, Stephen Dillon, Rayella Haines,
Gerald Kenneally, Paul McGrath, Graham McIntyre,
Josephine Mitchell and Noreen Nicoara had done their
work with enthusiasm in the preceding months, making
the Timor Time day a fine example of people working
together successfully for a worthy cause. Members of
some of their families were also involved in the
preparation and at the event, for which everyone in
ATLAS is grateful.
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Maria Neves and Ligia Inácia from “Ksolok”
The Timorese music group Ksolok performed lovely Timorese
songs.
We are so grateful to Idelina Araujo (organiser), Lito Brites,
Maria Neves, Ligia Inácio, Zeca Monteiro, Carlos dos Reis,
and Charlie Lay for performing. Their contribution to the day
was much appreciated.
Just great to hear those beautiful songs!
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Gordon Biok leading the song “O Doben”

We heard from Liz and Gordon Biok after their recent trip to
Timor- Leste, where they saw some of the ATLAS projects
which are underway, particularly the sewing initiatives. Liz
reported on the improvements she saw in the people and the
systems.
It seems that the Tetun language is strengthening as the vehicle
of public communication, and so more books are required in that
language. Liz also spoke glowingly of the increasing links
between Timorese and Australian veterans, as a way of
addressing the remaining great needs. Gordon played his ukulele
and led everyone in singing the Timorese song “O Doben”, along
with the Timorese singers.
Josephine Mitchell introduced
Jenny Shepherd who related
some of the activities she
recently engaged in with Kylie
Knellwolf and Nicole Fraser in
Timor. These women are keen to
support health projects such as
children’s eye checks, so very
important to education, and so
easily overlooked in situations
of dire poverty such as in TimorLeste. We were conscious of
ATLAS member Chris Scharf
whose work supports key
ATLAS projects.

Marion, Rayella and Arpana
Rayella Haines and her companions Marion Turner and
Apana Panchanathan presented items to be sold in a most
attractive manner.
Marion had made numerous articles from Timorese Tais.
The items were beautifully made and sold like hotcakes –
cushions, bags, hair adornments
and a host of other goodies.
Rayella herself had sourced the
prizes for the raffle and the
lucky door. These prizes were
donated by Rotary Club of
Penrith, the bedding and
computer departments of
Harvey Norman Penrith,
George Gauci of Minchinbury
Fruit Market, and Panarotti’s
Restaurants.

Guests at Timor Time with Paddy and Rufino on the screen

Susan Connelly and Janet Borg launched a website for the Scripture teaching program “Hela ho
Maromak” (Staying with God). The program has been long in coming, and was adopted by ATLAS
when Father John Iacono generously financed it. We are truly grateful to him.

“Your friends do not forget you”. This was the Australian statement on leaflets dropped all over
Timor as our men left in 1943. It summarises the attitude of so many Australians today, who
strongly feel the debt which Australia owes to the Timorese people.
To recall that promise each widow received a champagne flute which had the ATLAS logo acid
etched onto it. The fine detailed etching work on the glasses was the result of Sean Nicoara’s deft
skill and patience – a great contribution to Timor Time.
Beautiful champagne flute decorated with ATLAS logo by Sean Nicoara
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Gerald Kenneally produced a DVD celebrating ATLAS’s
work during the last five years and it was shown to the
guests. The World War II events which led to the friendship
between Timorese and Australians, and which is a primary
motivator behind ATLAS’s efforts, featured in the DVD.
All of a sudden our major fundraiser was over! Timor Time,
once again a happy memory, but the proceeds so very
necessary for ATLAS’s partnership with the Timorese people.
ATLAS is an “Advancement” society, through which both
Australians and Timorese advance in cooperation, mutual
support and human well-being. Three cheers for Timor Time!
Here are some more photos:

Beautiful auction prize

Guests

Nora Kenneally and Felice

Enjoying the meal

Chairman Gerald at the podium
Items for sale

PO Box 211 St Marys NSW 1790

www.atlaseasttimor.com.au

Newsletter

September 2018

Graduate Nurses lend a helping hand

An update
Despite considerable progress, Timor-Leste
remains the poorest county in the Asia/Pacific
region and among the poorest in the world.
Some facts on Timor-Leste:
•

Present population approx. 1,300,000

•

41% live below the poverty line of US$1.25 per
day

•

Life expectancy: 68 years

•

Infant mortality rate: 35.1 deaths/1,000 live births

•

Death of children under 5 years: 64 per 1,000
compared with 26/1000 in Asia Pacific

Calvary nurses keen to help

•

Maternal mortality: 215 per 1000 live births
compared with 88/1000 in Asia Pacific

For a number of years, Graduate Nurses from Calvary Health Care
Adelaide have raised funds to support Health projects in Timor-Leste
previously conducted by Sister Joan Westblade, RIP. The 2017
Graduates were no exception.

•

Malnutrition and stunting occurs in 50.2% children
under the age of 5 years.

•

Incidence of tuberculosis 498 per 100,000

Despite a very challenging year of transition from the role of student to
qualified nurse, they ran a series of fund-raising events which included
cake stalls, mother’s day raffle, movie nights and selling soft drinks, to
name a few. The result was more than $7000 raised to improve health
conditions in Timor Leste. An amazing effort!

•

Victims of diarrhoea and tuberculosis constitute a
major part of the 47 percent of deaths from
communicable diseases annually.

ATLAS is grateful to these young nurses and to their Co-ordinators for
reaching out to our near neighbours. In a country where health care is
inaccessible for so many, the funds will be directed to projects dear to
Sister Joan’s heart – to the alleviation of sickness and distress where it
is most needed among the poor and the destitute.
A big THANK YOU and Congratulations to the Graduates.

Reference: https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/
least-developed-country-category-timor-leste.html

As always, ATLAS thanks each and every one
of our donors. Whether your donation is large
or small, it is highly valued. It goes to support
those proven friends of Australia, the
Timorese people. With you, we don’t forget.

Donation Form
231 Newbridge Road, Chipping Norton, NSW 2170
www.atlaseasttimor.com.au
ABN 12 165 033205
TITLE …………..NAME……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
ADDRESS………………………….………………………………… ……………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………POSTCODE………………

Amount $....................
Cheque / money order / cash (Please make out to Australia Timor-Leste Advancement Society)
Credit Card – MasterCard ………. Visa ………………..
Name on Card: ………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………..
Card No: ..……………… …………………. ………………….…..

…………………. CVN …………

Expiry Date: ……/......
Signature: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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